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activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
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downloaded.
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Specialist bridges gap between Camp Hansen and community

The first edition of 2013
introduces Camp Hansen commu-
nity relations specialist Tukayuki
Kayo to its readers.

Editor: Please tell me about
your job.

Kayo: I serve as a bridge be-
tween the local community and
Marines and sailors assigned to
Camp Hansen. I coordinate and
execute community relations
and volunteer activities, and ac-
company the camp commander
as an interpreter when he par-
ticipates in local community
events and meetings.

Editor: What are the most
rewarding aspects of your job?

Kayo: The best thing about
this job is that both local citizens
and Marines and sailors who
participate in the events are very

appreciative of what I do.
Camp Hansen engages in
seven or more community rela-
tions and volunteer activities
each month. These activities
include spending time with
children at local kindergartens
and child care centers during
their English-learning programs
and cultural events. We also as-
sist residents of welfare facilities
when they go out for a walk,
and perform landscaping and
grounds maintenance at nursing
homes. Marines look forward to
the opportunities to volunteer to
help their Okinawan neighbors.
The residents of the local com-
munities and children also enjoy
interacting with Marines. It is
my great pleasure to help them
deepen the friendship through

various events.

Editor: Is there any particu-
lar event that is special to you?

Kayo: I have done numerous
community relations activities,
and all of them are very impor-
tant and need to be continued.
If T were to choose one, it would
be the Halloween event held in
late October at the United Ser-
vices Organization. This year,
more than 100 children from
four preschools came, and about
100 Marines and sailors from
Camp Hansen volunteered at the
event. In addition, more than 20
students from a local vocational
school who are learning English
volunteered to support the com-
munication between American
and Japanese participants. This
event made it possible for the
Marines, sailors and Japanese
students of the same generation,
as well as the children, to interact

on a personal level, regardless of
nationality, race and military,
civilian or political boundaries.
Children, who were nervous at
first, soon started playing games
and taking photos with Marines
and sailors, enjoying being with
their American older brothers
and sisters. The children might
have reminded Marines and
sailors of their own families
back home as they were smiling
throughout the event.

Editor: How do you spend
your weekends?

Kayo: I usually spend week-
ends with my family. Children
grow quickly, so it is important
for me to share time together
with them on weekends. I look
forward to taking them camping
and on trips when they get older.
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CDC combines fulfilling career,
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language-learning opportunities

caregivers) have been
with our program
many years, and

they know a lot,” said Rachel
O’Connell, director of Ashibina. “They are
role models for the new staft members.”

According to O’Connell, Ameri-
can caregivers are mostly spouses of
Marines who are here only for a limited
time. Japanese caregivers provide
stability while American staff members
have to come and go based on assign-
ment orders.

Among the 48 caregivers work-
ing at Ashibina, 11 are locally hired
Japanese personnel.

For a Japanese person who has a pas-
sion for working with children and acquir-
ing English language skills, the CDC
provides an ideal working-environment.

“I had a chance to visit the Foster
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Megumi Saito(right) looks after a child with other
teachers at the Ashibina Child Development
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skills can be combined.”

Working at an American CDC can
be challenging for Japanese caregivers as
they have to complete learning mod-
ules written in English and overcome
language barriers when communicating
with children, parents and other care-
givers, but that ultimately helps them
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“In South Carolina where we will go
next, there will be a small Asian popu-
lation,” said Bulatao. “It is good for
him to get exposed to a multicultural
environment while he is here.”
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Circumstance leads to opportunity

Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson
Hiroko Tamaki

The crowd of students from the
Ryukyu Rehabilitation Academy sat mes-
merized as Marines demonstrated several
self-defense techniques in an intense dis-
play of proficiency. Soon, they would have
the opportunity to try out the techniques
themselves with the Marines’ assistance.

Marines from Camp Hansen came
out to perform and share self-defense
techniques at a school festival held Nov. 4
at Ryukyu Rehabilitation Academy. The
academy teaches physical therapy tech-
niques, which helps those with disabilities

restore and maintain their physical abilities.

“We are out here sharing a little bit of
our martial arts techniques with the local
community,” said Col. Stephen B. Lewal-
len, the Camp Hansen commander. “As

gize for vandalism that took place earlier
in the year. After the apology, Gima told
the two what he had been thinking.

“I told them about my ideas,” said
Gima. “The Marine Corps immedi-
ately responded.”

Camp Hansen invited students
from the school to meet their physical
therapists, and the relationship grew
from there.

“To deepen the interaction, we coordi-
nated with the Marine Corps to have two
Marines chosen and trained through the
academy for a local kickboxing competi-
tion,” said Gima. “Students from our
school provided them (any required physi-
cal therapy) along the way.”

“We wanted to do something that
benefited both sides, so we established a
body maintenance team (for the kickbox-
ing competition) in which students and

Marines worked together toward a com-
mon goal,” said Kaori Carr, the physical
therapy instructor of the school and head
of the project.

The goal was met, and the Marines
exhibited the best of their abilities in the
competition. The students who provided
physical therapy, as well as those who
have become friends to the Marines, came
to give moral support.

What happened between Camp
Hansen and the school turned an un-
fortunate circumstance into a blessing,
according to Shigeru Fujiwara, presi-
dent of the academy.

“The incident created a chance to
learn from each other about how physical
therapy and occupational therapy are done
at our academy and in the U.S. Forces,”
said Fujiwara.

Chief Warrant Officer
John W. Crandall, Camp
Hansen operations
officer, teaches
students of the Ryukyu
Rehabilitation Academy
how to perform self-
defense techniques

Nov. 4 at the academy.
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guests in their country, positive engage-
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Residents of Ginowan City
and Chatan Town participate
in a humanitarian assistance

evacuation drill at Camp

Foster Nov. 5. The residents
walked the southern tsunami
evacuation route of Camp
Foster’s two evacuation routes
following the signing of the local
implementation agreement,
which offers access to the routes
in the event of a natural disaster.
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Ginowan City Mayor Atsushi
Sakima, left, Maj. Gen.

Peter J. Talleri, center,

and Chatan Town Mayor
Masaharu Noguni proudly
display the newly signed local
implementation agreement
on Camp Foster Nov. 5.

The agreement allows

local residents access to
evacuation routes through
Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma and Camp Foster
in the event of a natural
disaster. 11H5H. F+> 77
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Host communities, US sign
disaster evacuation plan
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Marines learn about Battle of Okinawa

Pfc. Kasey Peacock

Machine guns sounded and artillery fire
echoed as Marines watched footage from the
Battle of Okinawa.

Although it has been more than 65 years
since one of the largest air, land and sea
battles ended, more than 40 Marines from
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma relived
the Battle of Okinawa Nov. 13 through the
eyes of Setsuko Inafuku, a survivor of the
battle and tour guide for 18th Force Support
Squadron at Kadena Air Base.

The Marines visited the Okinawa Prefec-
tural Peace Memorial Museum, the Former
Japanese Navy Underground Headquarters,
Hacksaw Ridge and Sugar Loaf Hill.

“The most important thing to take away
from this tour in my opinion is knowledge,”
said Lance Cpl. Carl G. Slack, an aircraft
electrical systems technician with Marine
Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152,
Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, III Marine Expeditionary
Force. “If we can learn about what happened,

not only can we grow as people, but we can
learn from our past conflicts and look toward
the future.”

Inafuku, who was an infant when U.S.
service members rescued her and her family
from a cave during the battle, offered her
family’s experiences and knowledge to the
Marines. Inafuku has been giving tours since
1986 and advocates sharing the truth about
what happened during the war.

“My son would come up to me as a young
boy and ask me about the war because he
wasn’t learning about it in school,” said
Inafuku. “When he passed away, I wanted to
(honor) his memory by spreading knowledge
about the Battle of Okinawa.”

As the Marines traveled via bus to the dif-
ferent locations on the tour, Inafuku showed
videos and spoke about the historical context
of the war, the history of the battle and the
mentality of both Japanese and Okinawa
citizens leading up to, during and after the
battle.

The battle, which began in March 1945,
consisted of 82 days of brutal fighting that

killed more than 90,000 Japanese soldiers,
12,000 allied service members and tens of
thousands of civilians.

Throughout the tour, the Marines re-
flected on the lives lost by both nations and
appreciated learning new things about the
war.

“I learned more in one day on this tour
than I have learned in the past two years,”
said Sgt. Joshua M. Petellar, a data network
specialist with Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Squadron, MCAS Futenma. “Having
Inafuku as our tour guide really allowed us
to connect with what she was saying because
her family was there during the battle.”

Inafuku, who has spent countless hours
speaking with veterans about the battle,
leaves an impression on nearly every tour
guest.

“I'have spent so many years around veter-
ans from both sides that I learn as much from
them as they do from me,” said Inafuku. “I
teel as though it is my duty to inform people
on the battle, and that’s what I'm going to
continue to do.”
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1 Setsuko Inafuku educates Marines on the Battle of

| Okinawa at the Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum in
ltoman City during a battle sites tour Nov. 13. Inafuku
led more than 40 service members to different
locations significant to the Battle of Okinawa. Inafuku
is a survivor of the battle and tour guide for the 18th
Force Support Squadron at Kadena Air Base. 11513
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Setsuko Inafuku explains different operations that took place
during the Battle of Okinawa while leading a battle sites tour
Nov. 13 at the site of the Former Japanese Navy Underground
Headquarters. 115 13H. |HEESEEICEEIHREZZAL.
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The community of Camp Kinser sends a Happy New Year greeting
to our good friends in neighboring Urasoe City and to all of our Japa-
nese hosts on the beautiful island of Okinawa.

This past year has been both memorable and extremely productive.
Camp Kinser had two objectives in 2012. First, we have made tremen-
dous efforts to partner with Urasoe City and the surrounding area on a
significant number of worthwhile and fun community relations events.
These meaningful events, including the Aja River clean-up, have pro-
vided our Marines the opportunity to interact closely with our Japanese
hosts and make lifelong friends along the way. Second, we have opened
up Camp Kinser by providing tours of the camp that provide our
neighbors a glimpse of the lives we live and the work we accomplish
within the camp. Our distinguished visitors include Mayor Gima and
junior members from the Urasoe Chamber of Commerce.

The residents of Camp Kinser were also fortunate to share in the
culture and customs of a number of local celebrations, including the
Tedako walk and the Urasoe Tedako Festival. Our Marines, sailors and
their families have always shown a great desire to participate in local
events and festivals. In turn, Camp Kinser hosted the annual Kinser
Festival in September, drawing over 20,000 people to the weekend
event. We plan to increase and enhance these types of cultural ex-
change events in 2013.

Finally, we extend a special thank you to Mayor Gima, the Urasoe
City government, the police department, fire department, chamber
of commerce and the Rotary Club. They have been instrumental in
fostering the cooperative spirit between us. Camp Kinser is incredibly
fortunate to have such wonderful and generous friends outside its fence
line, and we look forward to sharing a prosperous and happy 2013.

CAmMP KINSER
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Urasoe City residents walk through
Camp Kinser during the Tedako
walk Feb. 5. The camp has opened
its gate for the event since 2002.
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Chris Majewski, tour guide, gives briefings on the exhibits of
the Battle of Okinawa historical display to members of the
Urasoe Chamber of Commerce Aug. 10. 88108, A& L
KBTORBIC BT ZBRDFAZ I 241 FD
)R T3 RF—K, Photo by Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock

Col. John E. Kasperski, the Camp
Kinser commander, welcomes
Urasoe City Mayor Mitsuo Gima
aboard Camp Kinser during a tour
of the camp Nov. 5. 1155H. 1752
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MARINE CORPS AIR STATION FUTENMA -
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I, along with the personnel aboard MCAS Futenma,
wish to send a sincere “Shin-nen Akemashite Omedeto
Gozaimasu” to our friends and families throughout the
Okinawa community!

Reflecting back on the past year, we have experienced
a number of exciting endeavors between MCAS Futen-
ma and the City of Ginowan that have strengthened the
partnership between our communities. Working toward
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common goals, we have experienced firsthand the results COL, IAMES G, FLYNN =3 ERbLEEHORR £H. B

of open, honest communication and hard work. The re-
cently signed agreements permitting limited humanitar-
ian access to MCAS Futenma for Ginowan emergency
vehicles and the limited disaster preparedness/response access serve to
highlight our shared commitment in protecting all those in time of crisis
that are residing and working in the Ginowan community.

With the arrival of the New Year, MCAS Futenma openly welcomes
the many opportunities to work together with our friends in the Gi-
nowan community. As always, MCAS Futenma remains committed to
supporting the great U.S.-Japan alliance and the freedoms it defends.

To all, Michele and I once again send our season’s greetings and best
wishes for a prosperous New Year!

Members of MCAS Futenma perform their routine during the
Kachashi Contest at the 35th Annual Hagoromo Festival at Ginowan
Kaihin Park Aug. 12. 88 12BICEEZEE B CIThNcE35EIES
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Lance Cpl. Jorge A. Maldonado advises Chie
Torikai where to throw a strike at a cultural

exchange event at the Futenma Bowling Center
at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma Aug. 8.
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Runners take off during the first leg of the 35th Annual Ginowan
City Traffic Safety Campaign Relay Run Jan. 28. Marines based on
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma finished 4th overall. 68528H. 5
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Mike Granahan
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CAMPS FOSTER & LESTER

Happy New Year 2013 from Camps Foster and Lester!
During my first six months in command, I have
truly enjoyed the opportunity to meet so many
local government leaders and Okinawa residents.
The more time we spend with each other, the more
we realize we share common goals and concerns.
Nowhere was this more apparent than dur-
ing our tsunami exercises. Residents of Ginowan
participated in the Camp’s tsunami exercise, and
we also opened the gates for Chatan residents to
transit during the prefecture’s drill. As reflected by the formal agree-
ment recently signed by Mayors Noguni and Sakima, and Major
General Talleri, we will work together to preserve life in emergencies.
Fortunately, we also share entertaining moments as well. On
Camp Foster, weather forced the cancellation of Foster Fest, but
Fright Night was a resounding success. Several thousand Okinawa
residents joined us in the haunted house, and we enjoyed hosting
many families that attended. This year, we plan to hold Foster Fest
during April.

I have also had the pleasure of meeting some local civic groups and

look forward to participating in more activities during 2013, includ-
ing joint disaster planning and exercises to ensure both Marines and
Okinawans can react to a tsunami or other such crises.

I additionally anticipate a softball tournament after receiving
several challenges from the local community. After watching one
of your over-65 baseball tournaments, though, I know we need to
practice first!

I look forward to 2013 and all the promises it holds. My family
and I have spent many years on Okinawa, and we all consider it a
special place. On behalf of them, my Marines, sailors and civilians, I
wish everyone a happy and prosperous New Year!

Residents of Ginowan
City and Chatan

Town walk up the

hill on Camp Foster
during a humanitarian
evacuation drill Sept 12.
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Lance Cpl. Jasmine
Barrett talks to a
child at the Misato
Home for Children
April 25. 4525H. %
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On behalf of the Marines, sailors and families
of Camps Courtney and McTureous, I would
like to wish each of you a Happy New Year.

Over the past year, we built upon the spe-
cial relationship with our neighbors in Uruma
City. We have celebrated with each other
at the Uruma City Festival and the Camp
Courtney Holiday Festival. We have worked
hard together to clean up the beaches, partici-
pated in the “Drive Safe” campaign with the Kawasaki Sub-Village,
and learned together during the summer English class. Each of
these opportunities brought us closer together and allowed us to
learn something about our different cultures.

The coming year will provide us many opportunities to work hard
together, as well as enjoy some good times. From relaxing out on
Uken Beach, to attending the bull fights at the Ishikawa Dome
Bullring, to sampling the local food at one of the many excellent
restaurants; there are many opportunities for our Marines and their
families to enjoy the cultural opportunities that surround our camps.

My wife Nancy and I wish each and every one of you happiness,
prosperity and good health throughout the New Year.
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Chihiro Suzuki (left), Midori Chinen
(center) and Lance Cpl. Justin

W. Honer pick up trash at Uken
Beach Oct. 21. Chinen and Suzuki

are students of Camp Courtney’s
Monday English class. 10521H.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Daniel E. Valle
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Students in the Camp Courtney English language class

cooked Japanese food at the Urumin Welfare Center
Dec. 10 in appreciation to the Marines for teaching them
English. 12810, @REA > 2 —252HA T HEBI R
0)%1?&75‘E|$a7éﬁ%jib RRFEHZNBEEKE
|C 5B ED Tz, Photo by Hisashi Ashimine

Marines help students of various
information technology schools with their
English communication skills at Okinawa

IT Shinryo Park in Uruma City July 21 to
prepare them for their trip to San Francisco.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson
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Haisai! Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu

On behalf of the Marines, sailors and civilian employees of
Camp Hansen, I wish our Okinawa friends, especially in Kin
Town and the Villages of Ginoza and Onna, a peaceful and
prosperous New Year. My first six months as the Camp Hansen
commander have been filled with great joy for the many accom-
plishments we have shared with our host communities.

This past year witnessed several new community outreach
programs with various age groups of children and students from
Ryukyu Rehabilitation Academy and Nikkei Business School, as
well as four nursery schools in Kin Town. The Marines and sailors
of Camp Hansen have remained very active participating in a va-
riety of those projects over the years, and we will strive to expand
and deepen our friendship with our Okinawa friends.

It has been a pleasure to work closely with our good friends
in the Kin Town Office, village offices of Ginoza and Onna,
Okinawa Defense Bureau Kin Office, Kin Town Chamber of
Commerce, Kin Bar/Restaurant Owner’s Association and the
Ishikawa Police Department.

We look forward to a prosperous year in 2013 as we endeavor to
further our relationships with wonderful friends in Okinawa.

Lance Cpl. Shane A. Bailey
separates trash and recyclables
with citizens of Kin Town during

a community relations event at
the Kin Town fishery port Aug. 4.
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Lance Cpl. Michael Lee,
left, and Lance Cpl. Josue I.
Lazo, right, cut grass at the

BERRI TV EER,

CAamMP HANSEN E
=S VP IAYa Y

Hikarigaoka Nursing Home July
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Nicholas Ranum
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Staff Sgt. Noel P. Lopez serves Mitsu Afuso during a
Thanksgiving meal at Hikarigaoka Nursing Home in Kin Town
Nov. 15. Marines provided the meal for nearly 200 elderly
residents and staff at the nursing home. 11H15H. ZE#H=
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Greetings to all and Happy New Year!

At my change of command in July, I was truly honored and
humbled to meet over 80 of our local communities’ academic, busi-
ness and government leaders, as well as to receive Henoko’s 11th
residential section flag as testimony to our continued mutual trust
and respect.

The Marines of Camp Schwab are indeed very fortunate and
grateful to have such extraordinary neighbors like those in Nago
and Henoko. We have been very privileged to have participated in
or supported several outstanding events over the past several months
in addition to our ongoing commitments of Let’s Play with English,
where approximately 50 Camp Schwab Marines entertained 480
children of 14 separate kindergarten schools in Nago City, and the
weekly adult English program conducted for about 35 local adult
students. Other events we have participated in have included: our
annual Camp Schwab festival, beach cleanups, and who could
forget October’s Triennial Henoko Giant Tug-O-War Festival,
which attracted nearly 200 service members, their families and over
10,000 Japanese!

On behalf of all our Marines, sailors and civilians, we again want to

wish you all a prosperous New Year filled with great joy and happiness.

CAMP SCHWAB
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Children from Henoko district ages 2-12, along with their
families, gather around Santa Claus to receive presents at
the 31st annual Christmas children’s day Dec. 8. 12H8H.
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Marines of the Il Marine

Expeditionary Force work to clean
up Henoko Beach Jan. 7. More

than 30 volunteers showed up to
clean the beach as part of an annual
community relations event. 137H.
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Navy Lt. Flournoy C. Phelps, 4th
Marine Regiment chaplain, shows a
child from the Nagomi Nursing Home
for Children how to bowl at the Camp
Schwab bowling alley April 21. 4521
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Photo by Lance Cpl. Erik S. Brooks Jr.




I would like to extend my wishes for a happy,
healthy and prosperous New Year to all Marines,
sailors, U.S. and Japanese civilian employees, and our
family members. | appreciate your support to U.S. Ma-
rine Corps operations throughout the Pacific last year.
You contributed directly to the safety and stability
of the region, provided humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief to those in need, and increased our abil-
ity to operate with allies and partners to protect our
mutual interests. In addition, your service to our local
communities in Japan and Okinawa were commend-
able, and helped to build valuable, personal relation-
ships that benefit us all, Okinawan and U.S. alike.

The U.S. Marine Corps’ contributions to the Asia-
Pacific region have been significant and will increase.
In 2012, Okinawa-based Marines and sailors deployed
to participate in more than 60 exercises and opera-
tions throughout the Pacific, reaffirming our nation’s
commitment to maintaining peace and stability. In
the coming year we will increase the number and in-
tensity of exercises we conduct with allies, friends and
training partners, including the Japan Self-Defense
Forces. These actions will increase interoperability
and allow us to cooperatively maintain peace, stability
and prosperity throughout the region.

We will also remain ready to help
those in need when natural disasters oc-
cur, as we recently did in the Philippines.
Our forward-based, forward-deployed

L1. GEN. KENNETH }. GLUECK JR.

TRR T2y 7.

III MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
COMMANDING GENERAL

BZBREIEFTTE

forces remain ready to provide critical humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief to people throughout
the Pacific when required. Additionally, we will con-
tinue to work with our neighbors to prepare for pos-
sible natural disasters at home. Our recent agreement
to allow access to evacuation routes through Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma and Camp Foster in the
event of a natural disaster shows the benefits of
cooperation with local authorities. We should cre-
ate similar cooperative agreements as we identify
the need.

I am particularly proud of service and family
members who participated in over 1,000 community
service events in Okinawa in 2012. Whether hosting
local children for sports days, supporting the Special
Olympics, visiting nursing homes and orphanages,
taking part in local festivals, or cleaning up beaches,
towns, and public facilities, your actions enhanced
your local communities, built trust and personal rela-
tionships, and demonstrated respect for the people
of Japan and Okinawa. We will continue this tradition
of positive community involvement, strengthening
existing relationships and creating new ones.

Again, | commend you all for your accomplish-
ments and look forward to a year of continued contri-
butions to our local communities and throughout the
region in 2013.

On behalf of U.S. Marine Forces in Japan, | wish you
a very happy and prosperous New Year. Semper Fidelis!
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Self-defense technique pq. 15

Hiroshi Otsubo, a student of Ryukyu Rehabilitation Academy, tries
a self-defense technique he learned with Lance Cpl. William B.
Goudreau, Camp Hansen military police, at the academy’s dojo

Nov. 4. 11H4H.FRERU/\EUT—2 3V FROER T, Bolc#S
Mafv> TN\t DEEKED )7 LB I—FO— EFEICH
LT HBKRIBEE, Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson
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